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in limine are filed when other evidence has been discovered and/or if the prosecutor or 
defense attempts to limit additional evidence. A defendant may decide to file a motion 
to fire his or her lawyer (a ploy sometimes used to delay trial). Should the case proceed to 
trial, selection of the jury will begin. Chapter 9 covers material related to that and other 
aspects of the trial.

CHAPTER WRAP-UP
Certainly, the majority of lawyers practice law within the guidelines of professional 

ethics and adhere to codes of conduct. Studies of occupational crime under the umbrella 
of white-collar crime, for example, have focused on lawyers who engage in criminal 
conduct.

White-collar crime scholar David Friedrichs notes the “blind zeal to win cases” can result 
in violations of the law. Critics argue and some research shows the practice of law is particu-
larly prone to misconduct involving, for example,

•• overbilling;

•• bribing judges, public officials, and witnesses;

•• theft from clients;

•• ethical violations; and 

•• aiding and abetting in criminal enterprises.

Prosecutors and defense attorneys play an important role in the criminal justice sys-
tem, and their contributions, despite somewhat negative stereotypes associated with their 
profession, are instrumental in seeking the truth and obtaining justice. The structure of 
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Figure 8.4  n  Long-Term, Full-Time Employment Among Law School Graduates

Source: Weissmann, J. (2014, June 30). Why now is a great time to apply to law school. Slate. 




